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HON MURRAY CRIDDLE 
Retirement - Personal Explanation 

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [10.02 am] - by leave:  I thank you, Mr President, and the house 
for your indulgence.  I have asked for this opportunity to inform the house that I will retire from Parliament 
during the coming Christmas break.  In recent times it has become obvious to me that I need to spend more time 
with my family, my wife and my grandchildren.  Also, I have become very much aware that the constant travel 
has worn me down somewhat.  My wife, Del, has been an enormous support to me over the 14 and a half years 
that I have been a member of Parliament.  She has had to carry the task of organising our business and being 
constantly in contact with our extended family in my absence.  Although Del still encourages me to continue, the 
past two years have been very difficult in the northern wheatbelt, as the Minister for Agriculture and Food knows 
well, and this is where we live.  I cannot expect the family to shoulder the stresses and worry without my 
presence.  My daughters, Wendy, Janelle, Natalie and Fiona, and their families are dear to me, and I do not want 
to miss the opportunity to watch their families grow.  People will also be aware that the National Party will soon 
be calling nominations for the various seats in the upcoming election, and I wanted to give a clear indication of 
my position in that regard.   
As the National Party moves to a new era, I wish it well and support its members in their future endeavours.  The 
National Party has given me a tremendous opportunity to work with many people, including the likes of 
Hon Hendy Cowan, Hon Monty House, Hon Bob Wiese and Hon Eric Charlton, who was the guy who actually 
approached me in a cloud of dust on the farm one day and just said, “Sign here, you’re going to follow me into 
Parliament.”  That is the way I got this opportunity.  I have also worked in this place with Hon Murray 
Montgomery and Hon Dexter Davies.  From my point of view, Dexter’s stay here was all too short.  Other 
members with whom I have worked over time include Max Trenorden and Hilda Turnbull.  If anybody wants to 
aspire to be a member of Parliament and to do the work to get here, Hilda’s persistence is an example of the way 
in which someone should operate, because I think she stood for three elections before she got elected.  Ross 
Ainsworth from Esperance was another member with whom I worked.  It has been a great experience working 
with those people.   
Being a Minister for Transport and also a member of the government management committee and the Cabinet 
Budget Committee in the Court-Cowan government are experiences that I will always cherish.  I also recognise 
the good times that we had working with the then leader of the government in this place, Hon Norman Moore, 
and with Hon Peter Foss and Hon Max Evans.  Both of those latter members were extremely strong in the areas 
in which they operated, one being in the legal profession and the other in finance.  Their support for me on the 
front bench was fantastic, and it was a great privilege to work with them.  I also thank all the members of 
Parliament with whom I have worked over the years.  I was looking at the list outside the chamber.  There has 
been an enormous turnover in the number of people with whom I have worked, but everyone has always treated 
me very well and it has been a great experience.   
I also acknowledge the new crop of Nationals who are coming along - Brendon Grylls, “Tuck” Waldron, Terry 
Redman and Grant Woodhams.  They have a very bright and exciting future ahead of them, and their special 
talents will certainly be of great benefit to the people of this state in the future.  I also include in that group my 
successor, who I think will be Wendy Duncan, who is in for an extremely interesting time in this place.  As the 
numbers change, the responsibility will be quite great for her.   

I would also like to thank the people of the Parliament - the Clerks, the committee staff and the chamber staff.  I 
always reflect on the committee staff, with whom I have worked over time on reports such as the land tenure 
report, the Cape Range National Park and Ningaloo Reef report and the Select Committee of Privilege report, 
which was recently presented.  That was the second Select Committee of Privilege on which I have been a 
member, but this one was a test if ever there were a test.  I really enjoyed that.  I also had the opportunity to 
represent the state at the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association conference in Colombo, Sri Lanka.  That 
was an experience in itself, with security being heightened at that time.  All those things are realised through the 
staff we have in this place, who do a tremendous job.  I would not be here if I did not have the parliamentary 
dining staff, because when I am in Perth, it is just about the only way that I get a feed, with my wife being up in 
the country.  They do a tremendous job.  I use the dining room regularly and all the staff certainly do a great job.  
Hansard also make any speech that I give in this place look good.  Sometimes I think, “Gee whiz, did I really say 
that?”  They have done a wonderful job in turning out my speeches over time.  The bar staff, the gardeners, the 
security people, the people on the telephones and the girls who handle the questions have all been very kind to 
me over time.  Our Parliamentary National Party staff have certainly done very well.  They make our job much 
easier in the way in which they put things together.   

I also need to mention the ministerial staff that I had when I was Minister for Transport - Steve Imms; Graeme 
Harman; Doug Cunningham; Alan O’Brien; Stephanie Calder, who is now Stephanie Glynn; Gemma Browne; 
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and a number of others in the ministerial office.  We were a great team and we still get on very well together.  
We have get-togethers from time to time.  Those people are all over the place now - they all probably have better 
jobs than I have!  They have certainly done very well.  We looked at developments such as the completion of 
construction of the Graham Farmer Freeway, the dualling of the Narrows Bridge, the extension of the Kwinana 
Freeway south, the Esperance port, airports around the state and boating facilities.  It was just a tremendous 
opportunity to be involved in all those issues.   

Finally, to my electorate staff: I could not have operated without my electorate staff.  I am probably in the 
electorate office half a day a week at maximum.  The office started with Michelle Civic.  Helen Day, who is still 
with me now, was with me in the ministerial office and is back in Geraldton in the office currently, has been a 
tower of strength over all those years.  Brendan Flanagan was with me for a little while.  Karen Godfrey is now 
the chief executive officer of the Mid West Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Geraldton.  Patricia Powell, 
Jo Prendegast and Tom Davies from time to time have also served in the office and have done the job very 
competently.  Some of the local people who have been my backup over many years, such as Peter and Ann 
Cripps for many years, Carole and Reg Teakle, the Carson, Burns and Henville families and many others, have 
been a great support.  I know that I am missing people out, but certainly they have been a tower of strength to 
me. 

Mr President, in closing I must say that I have done things because I have believed in them, have believed them 
to be right and have done them to the best of my ability; and I am proud of that fact.  Obviously that is the way 
that I have carried on in my life and I will continue to do that outside this place, and I hope I have served the 
state of Western Australia well.  Once again, I would like to finish off by thanking my wife, Del, and our girls, 
who have been fantastic.  When people have had a family behind them as I have had, it makes jobs like this so 
much easier.  I thank all the members for their support during my time in this place.  As I say, I am intending to 
retire some time over the Christmas break and, obviously, I wish all members very well in the future. 

[Applause.] 

Retirement - Motion 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.11 am]:  I move without notice - 

That the house express its gratitude and appreciation to Hon Murray Criddle for his service to this place 
and to the Agricultural Region and the state of Western Australia. 

Mr President, Hon Murray Criddle certainly knows how to drop a bombshell!  I had no indication that this was 
going to occur.  However, for those of us who have known Murray for a long time and those of his more recent 
acquaintance, it is impossible to have met Murray and to have known him for any period of time without coming 
away feeling a better person for that knowledge of a good man.  It is impossible to know Murray and not get a 
very strong sense of the worth of the man; a man whose integrity is woven into his character, and not a 
superficial layer that sits on top of his character.  He is a man that we know when he says something, he means 
it.  He says it very simply.  There is no prevarication in the way he expresses himself, and we know that he 
means it.  That is something that in this business, Murray, we value above all else. 

I have known Murray for quite a long time; I have known his brother Lindsay even longer.  I think I first met 
Murray Criddle - he might correct me - in 1967 when Murray was the captain of the Great Northern Football 
League team which finally ended the Eastern Districts team’s unbeaten run of victories at what was then the 
Mobil Country Football Championships and is now the Wesfarmers Country Football Championships.  Murray 
was the captain of that side and played with considerable distinction, as I recall. 

Murray has brought something very special to this place.  I am going to miss him very much.  However, I can 
say that we all understand, Murray, and genuinely appreciate the reasons for your retirement; you have to look 
after your family first.  For all of us, we hope that you, Del and your family enjoy all of those years that are 
ahead of you.  Thank you very much. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [10.14 am]:  I second the 
motion moved by the Leader of the House and just say that today I am shocked and very saddened at the 
announcement by Hon Murray Criddle that he intends to leave this chamber. 

Murray Criddle is one of those people who is such a likeable person and who has been such a tremendous 
member of our collective team over the years that not having him around will be very hard to cope with.  Murray 
is a very mature person who is able to look at issues and deal with them in a way that would indicate that he does 
not get emotional or carried away or aggressive or argumentative about things; he just gets on with the job.  I 
was very privileged to have been in cabinet with him.  I was delighted when he was given the job of Minister for 
Transport when Hon Eric Charlton retired.  Murray, I thought, was an excellent Minister for Transport.  He has 
been an excellent servant of the people of the Agricultural Region and a great contributor to the affairs of this 
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house.  I am very sad that he is not going to be around.  I think there is a lot more work to be done, Murray, a 
vast amount of work yet to be done, and not having you as part of that is extraordinarily disappointing in that 
sense.  However, I understand the reasons and your family circumstances that you, Murray, have outlined today. 
I hope like hell it rains like mad next year and Murray might reconsider his position in a couple of years, or 
something like that.  Life has been tough in the Agricultural Region.  I suspect it will get tougher, and I know 
why Murray would feel the need to be part of his family in those circumstances.  I am also disappointed that you 
are going, Murray, as there is a select committee of privilege that I was considering setting up that I thought you 
might like to chair!  It is probably not unfair to say that the events of the past 12 months may have contributed to 
Murray feeling a little older at the moment than he would normally feel, because the chairmanship of the Select 
Committee of Privilege on a Matter Arising in the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations 
would have been an extraordinarily onerous task; and we have already acknowledged that Murray carried out 
that role extraordinarily well. 
Mr President, between now and the end of the day, I suspect I will think of a lot more things to say about 
Hon Murray Criddle, because I am as shocked as everybody is about his announcement.  He mentioned to me 
that he wanted to make a statement to the house.  I was hoping it was to say that he could not be in the chamber 
this afternoon and could he say “merry Christmas” before he went, never expecting that he would be telling us 
about his retirement.  However, you can be very proud, Murray, of the contribution you have made to your 
electorate, to your community, to your colleagues in the National Party and to the coalition as it was, but more 
importantly to the state of Western Australia.  You go away from here, Murray, with every right to be very proud 
of your achievements. 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.16 am]:  I am as surprised and saddened as I think all of us are 
to hear, Murray, that you are leaving.  I simply want to say on behalf of the Greens (WA) that it has been an 
honour and privilege to work with you. 
Question put and passed. 
 


